[Weekly paclitaxel therapy is useful for gastric carcinoma as second-line chemotherapy].
The patient was a 58-year-old man who suffered from non-resectable gastric cancer, staged intraoperatively for peritoneal dissemination and paraaorta lymph node metastasis at another hospital in December 2002. He was initially treated with TS-1 as an outpatient. However, he was readmitted on March 4, 2003 for hematuria, general fatigue, jaundice and dyspnea. He was diagnosed with gastric cancer duodenum invasion, obstructive jaundice and lymphangitis carcinomatosa, and began weekly TXL as second-line chemotherapy on March 26. TXL (70 mg/ m2) was infused once a week for 3 weeks followed by a 1-week interval as one cycle. One week after the first infusion therapy, the jaundice and dyspnea were greatly improved. CT scan showed the lymphangitis carcinomatosa had disappeared and paraaorta lymph node metastasis was reduced to 60% after one cycle of the treatment. The toxic events were leukopenia (grade 1) and alopecia (grade 1).